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T
he man with the falcon
never broke stride.

No one around him
seemed to notice. Or
maybe they did but just
didn’t care.

Budapest, Hungary, is cool
that way, a grown man in a flow-
ing red robe with a large bird
of prey perched on his forearm
not being worth a second look.
There’s so much else to see, it’s
hard to stop and dwell on a sin-
gle thing too long.

I can’t remember the first
time I wanted to go to Budapest,
but the city has been on my list
of places to see for as long as I
can remember. It’s one of the
great stops on the Danube as
the river winds its way from the
Black Forest to the Black Sea.

I spent a day there in Febru-
ary. It was long enough to walk
for hours, from one side of the
river to the other, and back, but
not enough for an exhaustive
study. The old part of the city is
made for that kind of day. Buda-
pest is as pedestrian-friendly as
anyplace I’ve been, and it has an
aesthetic that makes any walk
memorable.

The historic 19th-century
Chain Bridge linked the sides of
the Danube nearest to where I
was staying, allowing easy ac-
cess between the historic cities
of Buda and Pest.

On the Pest side, where I
started, is the Hungarian Par-
liament Building, a hulking
Neo-Gothic monument to the
memory of the long-gone Aus-
tro-Hungarian empire. The
building casts an impressive
presence over the Danube and is
easily accessible by foot. Guards
will keep you at a short distance,
but you can get close enough to
see the grandeur.

On the Buda side is the mag-
nificent architecture you’d ex-
pect in a neighborhood called
the Castle District.

The castle part is the Royal
Palace, a stunning display of
the kind of opulence that ended
when the empire era folded
in World War I. The building
stretches for blocks in every di-
rection and is so large, it now
houses a national library and
two museums.

Smaller, but just as grand as
the Royal Palace, is Matthias
Church, a 13th-century Catho-
lic church that commands the
high ground a few blocks away.
It looks into what was once a
fishing village and out over the
Danube toward Buda. Across a
small courtyard, a series of tow-
ers, and the wall-top walkway
between them, are now open to
the public.

The day I was there, a woman
in an emerald-green gown was
posing for photos on top of the
wall, but no one paid much at-
tention to her, either.

There was too much to see in
every other direction.
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Cool city along the
Danube has an aesthetic,
history that make for
memorable walks

The Hungarian Parliament Building, seen from Matthias Church on the Buda side of the Danube River,
is one of the largest government buildings in the world. The Neo-Gothic structure opened in 1904.

Liberty Bridge was built in the late
1890s to link the historic central
part of Buda with the far edge of the
Castle District in Pest.

Budapest is a city of contradictions, a place where the vintage, such
as this motorbike, lives on, but often in proximity to the modern.

The Royal Palace in Budapest is
decorated with hundreds of pieces
of sculpture, including this woman
with a spear.

The man with the falcon was walking through an old fishermen’s
village, on a blu� above the Danube River in the center of Budapest.

Matthias Church, in the old Buda part of what is now Budapest, dates to the 13th century. It was the site of the
coronation of the last Habsburg king, Charles IV of Hungary (or Charles I, as he was called in Austria), in 1916.
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