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Every time I go to Cuba, I’m amazed at the
quantity and quality of public art. From
statues of heroes in revolutions past to
murals that span blocks to whimsical cre-

ations that defy easy description, there’s some-
thing to see in nearly every public space.

Say what you want about the country and its
politics, lack of appreciation for the aesthetic
isn’t among its faults.

When I was there last summer, Havana was
hosting a monthlong display of art near and
along the Malecon, the oceanfront boulevard
that spans the city.

When I returned this month, those pieces were
gone, but the city’s public collection of art was as
gloriously abundant and diverse as ever.

“In Cuba, the government has invested in
quality of life for all Cubans, including many
beautiful parks, galleries, museums and a sur-
prising density of lively, sophisticated public art
throughout the major cities,” said Suzanne Hall,
the longtime communications director for the
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. Now retired, she
was a member of my traveling party this month.

ART
Island shows love of the aesthetic
with its diverse public displays

Top: A line of
steel Cuban flags

flies over a back
corner of the

main cemetery in
Havana. Right: A
dragon adorns a

fence in Havana’s
Chinatown. The

city once hosted a
large population

of Chinese
immigrants.

Cuba has taken an ambitious, occasionally whimsical
approach to public art, especially in Havana.

Havana hosted
a huge display
of street art
in the summer
of 2015.
This melting
birthday cake
was one of a
dozen pieces
along the
Malecon.

Murals and
other pieces

of art are
on display

throughout
Havana. “The

Callejon de
Hammel,” or

colorful alley,
features two

blocks of
folk art.

This man,
seemingly

captured in
slabs of clay, is
in a small park

on a side street
in old town

Havana.

Famed revolutionary Che Guevara is the subject of
a large public memorial in Santa Clara, Cuba. His
image also adorns buildings across the island.

The crazed,
skeletal man
on a horse
sits alone in a
small park in
the middle of
Havana, near
Coppelia, the
city’s favorite
ice cream
parlor.

Art gallery
For more
photos
of public

art in Cuba, go to
Richmond.com.
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